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Kitchens  |  BEFORE & AFTER

The floor plan

Midtown 
MAKEOVER

DESIGNERS Erin Feasby  
and Cindy Bleeks, Feasby  

& Bleeks Design
VISION A timeless, elegant 

space that pairs finely 
crafted European details 
with a modern aesthetic 

TIMELINE 6 months
SIZE 177 sq.ft. (including  

an attached entryway)
KEY COSTS

Biggest splurge: Countertop 
and backsplash marble, 

$19,638
Biggest steal: Counter 

stools, $249 each

FAST FACTS

TORONTO DESIGNERS  
ERIN FEASBY AND CINDY BLEEKS 

TURN AN OPEN KITCHEN  
INTO A SOPHISTICATED SPACE  

THAT’S ABOUT MORE  
THAN JUST UTILITY.

Photography by ANGUS FERGUSSON

Before

Mod pendant 
lights double  
as sculpture 

Herringbone 
floors deliver old 

world charm
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RENO IN 
REVIEW

 TIPS FOR A SMALL KITCHEN 
“Be smart with storage,” says Erin.  

“Make a list of everything you need to 
store and where it’ll go. You may find you 

need less cabinetry than you thought. 
Also, don’t over design! Choose a few 

elements to focus on, whether it’s 
mouldings, hardware or the backsplash, 

and keep the rest simple. It can be  
hard to restrain yourself, but you’ll  

be happy you did.” 

 LESSONS LEARNED 
“It’s not a new lesson, but we were 

reminded that everything isn’t as easy as 
it seems, that things take longer than 

you’d like, and that it’s hard not to fall in 
love with expensive splurges that  

really make the design.”

Cabinetry
The designers decided that bright white 
cabinetry would be too stark and sterile, 

while grey would likely be too dark or 
muddy. “We sampled several paints in 

order to achieve the right ‘shaded white,’ 
as I like to call it,” says Erin. “This shade 

was the perfect choice. We had the 
cabinetry hand painted, and the texture 
created by the brush strokes keeps the 

flat-panel doors interesting.” For the 
hardware, the duo chose a combination of 

integrated pulls and brass handles that 
gives just the right amount of decoration.

Millwork, Prolific; wall 
colour, Simply White 
(OC-117), Benjamin Moore; 
cabinetry colour, 
Ammonite (274), Farrow  
& Ball; cabinetry painting, 
David Bermann and 
Associates; flooring, 
Moncer Specialty Flooring; 
stools (on previous page), 
Shelter Furniture; slate 
board, wooden cutting 
board, white carafe, fruit 
platter, salad servers (on 
tea towels), two-tone 
pitchers, all candleholders, 
Elte Mkt; hardware, 
Rejuvenation; pendants by 
Gubi, South Hill Home; 
marble, Crystal Marble & 
Tile; faucet, Ginger’s; 
teapot by Tom Dixon, horn 
bowl, gold-toned bowl,  
tea towels, Hopson Grace; 
black-framed artwork,  
Art Interiors; glass railing 
fabrication (on next page), 
Canada Glass & Mirror.

THE MAKEOVER

Before

Flooring
The original kitchen had maple floors that 
were laid on a bias, a style that neither the 
homeowner nor the designers liked. “In our 
opinion, there was no way to improve the 
floors without replacing them,” says Erin. 

“Our client’s taste marries old world 
European details with a more modern 

aesthetic, so herringbone floors were high 
on her wish list.” The new oiled oak floors 

have a matte finish and are full of 
character. Given their natural wood grain, 

they’re also extremely forgiving, which 
works perfectly with a dog in the house. 

Counter + Feature Wall
“When we went to the stone yard together, 

our client instantly fell in love with these 
slabs of Calacatta,” says Erin. From the 

start, the designers had a strong palette of 
shaded white, gold and black in mind, and 
this stone tied in beautifully. “We knew we 

had to bring the marble right up the full 
wall,” she adds. Minimal upper cabinetry 

delivers the “living space” feeling the owner 
was after. “By putting the focus on the 

marble, pendants and artwork, we drew 
attention away from the more kitchen-like 

elements, like the range and storage.”

Finding the right balance 
of black and gold accents, 
without overdoing it,  
was something we were 
very conscious of
— ERIN FEASBY, DESIGNER

Shallow cabinetry 
conceals ductwork 
and offers storage
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CINDY BLEEKS

ERIN FEASBY


