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“I’VE LOVED THE glamour of small 
spaces ever since I lived in London, 
England. They remind me of 
adventure and possibilities,” says 
Christine Ralphs, president and 
co-founder of Lloyd Ralphs Design. 
But small urban condos, with their 
generic expanses of drywall and 
cookie-cutter floor plans, can be  
a serious design challenge. 

“There are two ways to go when 
approaching a small space,” says  
the designer, who shares her  
one-bedroom condo in Toronto with 
Lucky, her wire fox terrier. “Increase 
the clutter and give in to the chaos,  
or create a neutral palette throughout 
to make the space seem open and 
fresh.” Christine opted for the latter, 
working in statement pieces, textured 
accents and warm metals to balance 
the crisp aesthetic. This mix has 
become her signature and has made 
her a favourite among the chic set — 
she helped launch the Club Monaco 
brand in 1985 and counts beauty 
brands, exotic hotels and fashionable 
homeowners among her clients. 

The condo is the smallest home 
Christine has ever lived in (she’s had 
11 to date, with several featured in 
House & Home), and she plays up its 
gallery vibe by combining her white 
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AN A-LIST DESIGNER PROVES THAT 
SIMPLE CAN ALSO BE SPECTACULAR.

ABOVE: A 10-foot-long island  
is the kitchen’s central feature.  
“It doubles as a dining table, and 
serves as an incredibly practical 
desk and work table,” says 
Christine. Wooden plate, Muji. 
OPPOSITE: A double sofa and 
leather Barcelona chairs provide 
ample seating in the living  
room, and demonstrate 
Christine’s preference for using 
large-scale pieces in small 
spaces. Sofas, CB2; sconces  
by Serge Mouille, Decorum 
Decorative Finds; largest 
artwork, Queen West Antique 
Centre; coffee table, Guff; 
basket, 6 By Gee Beauty; black 
candleholder, throw, Elte;  
rug, West Elm.
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Homeowner 
Christine Ralphs  
is a master  
of creating 
statement-making 
tableaux with a 
limited palette. 
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